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The  Writings 
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Benjamin  Suite 

No  more  prolific  writer  lives  in  Canada 
than  Mr.  Benjamin  Suite,  of  Ottawa,  his- 
torian. Unlike  most  writers  whose  i)ens 
flow^  easily,  Mr.  Suite  is  conscientious, 
accurate  and  clear-cut  in  his  writings.  He 
is  regarded  as  the  leading  author  and 
authority  on  the  history  of  Canada. 

Benjamin  Suite,  President  of  the  First 
Section  Roj-al  Society  of  Canada,  was  born 
at  Three  Rivers,  Province  of  Quebec,  on  the 
17th  of  September,  1841.  He  is  the  only 
living  son  of  Benjamin  Suite,  who  was 
owner  and  captain  of  a  schooner  which  plied 
between  Quebec  and  Halifax,  and  Marie 
Lefebvre,  whose  ancestor  was  the  first 
French  settler  at  Bale  du  Febvre  (Lefebvre's 
Bay,  l.ake  St.  Peter),  in  1683.  The  first 
Suite  (Jean)  came  to  Canada  as  a  soldier,  in 
1756,  in  one  of  the  regiments  under  the  com- 
mand of  Montcalm.  He  settled  in  Three 
Rivers. 

Young  Suite  left  the  Friars'  school  at  the 
age  of  ten,  when  he  could   read,  write  and 
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calculate  well;  and  by  his  connection  with 
Enj^lish  speaking  boys,  he  had  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  their  language.  At  first  he  was  a 
clerk  in  a  dry  goods  establishment,  then  in 
a  grocery  store.  He  then  became  a  book- 
keeper with  G.  A.  Gouin  &  Co.,  a  large  lum- 
bering firm.  He  subsequently  became  purser 
on  board  one  of  the  vessels  plying  between 
Montreal  and  Three  Rivers;  then  a  merch- 
ant, selling  clothing  in  connection  with  the 
building  of  the  Three  Rivers  and  Arthabaska 
Railway;  then,  again,  as  bookkeeper  at 
Gouin's. 

Early  in  the  60's  Mr.  Suite  began  to  write 
for  the  newspapers,  in  prose  and  verse,  and 
obtained  considerable  reputation  as  a  virile 
author.  In  1863  two  companies  of  infantry 
were  organized  at  Three  Rivers,  and  M.  Suite 
joined  one  of  them;  and  in  1865  his  company 
(No.  1)  was  sent  to  the  Niagara  frontier, 
and  he  was  made  color-sergeant  of  it.  On 
his  return  in  July,  he  went  to  the  military 
school,  Quebec;  then  followed,  as  an  editor, 
the  autumn  session  of  Parliament,  and  in 
February  next  (1866)  joined  his  company 
again  at  the  Missisquoi  frontier.  In  July, 
when  the  men  returned  home,  he  was  called 
to  Ottawa  by  L.  N.  Duvernay,  proprietor  of 
Le  Canada,  and  he  became  the  chief  editor. 
In  those  days  a  French  paper  in  Ottawa  was 
a  large  undertaking,  because  there  was  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Ottawa  to  attend  to, 
while  at  present,  Montreal,  and  even  Quebec 


furnish  readinp;'  matter  in  abundance,  and 
hourijs  to  the  French  population  of  that 
larg-e  reg"ion. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  18G7,  M.  Suite 
entered  the  service  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  one  of  its  translators;  and  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1870,  he  was  transferred  from 
the  House  of  Commons  to  the  Department 
of  Militia  and  Defense,  where  he  is  now 
employed. 

Mr.  Suite  is  a  man  of  family.  On  the  3rd 
of  May,  3871,  he  was  married  in  Ottawa,  to 
Aug-ustine,  youngest  daug-hter  of  Ettienne 
I*arent,  Under-Secretary  of  State.  With 
reference  to  his  wife's  sisters,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  Josephine,  the  eldest,  mar- 
ried Gerin-Lajoie,  one  of  the  best  French- 
Canadian  writers;  and  that  the  second, 
Mathilde,  married  Evariste  Gelinas,  a  bril- 
liant journalist  and  a  capital  essayist.  M. 
Parent  was  looked  upon  as  the  best  news- 
paper editor  that  ever  conducted  a  campaign 
in  French  Canada.  Ettienne  Henii  Parent, 
M.  Svilte's  brother-in-law,  is  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  St.  Lawrence  canals,  from 
Lake  Ontario  downwards.  He  studied  in 
Paris.  Mr.  Suite's  father  was  drowned  Nov. 
15,  1847,  in  the  wreck  of  his  vessel  on  the 
Gaspe  coast.  His  mother  is  ninety-one,  is  in 
fjfood  health,  and  has  no  g-rey  hairs  yet. 

Personally,  Mr.  Suite  is  a  charming"  com- 
panion. His  friends  laug-hingly  declare  that 
he  is  full  of  fire;   ready  to  laugh,  ready  to 


fig-ht.  lie  never  had  a  headache,  and  he  has 
a  voice  which  can  fill  any  hall,  lie  is  indeed 
in  some  demand  as  a  lecturer;  in  1878,  188G 
and  again  in  1890,  he  visited  the  New  Eng- 
land states  and  delivered  lectures  in  the 
French-Canadian  centers. 

The  first  efforts  of  M.  Suite  in  the  field  of 
literature  were  verses  published  in  1859-60. 
under  various  nonis  de  pltirne.  Soon  after, 
in  1861,  he  signed  his  own  name,  and  at 
once  attracted  the  attention  of  those  whose 
taste  made  them  attentive  to  the  revelation 
of  coming  men.  The  Honorable  P.  J.  O. 
Chauveau  secure*,  his  productions  for  Le 
Journal  de  rinstruction  Puhlique,  where  he 
gave  many  good  songs  and  patriotic  verses. 
In  1864,  was  founded  in  Montreal  La  Revue 
Canadienne,  and  M.  Suite  immediately  be- 
came one  of  the  most  regular  contributors 
to  that  publication;  and  he  is  now  the  only 
one  of  the  old  stock  on  the  list.  There  he 
printed  in  1868  his  first  article  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  destruction  of  our  forests,  a  sub- 
ject which  at  once  made  him  known  as  a 
deep  observer  of  the  resources  of  Canada, 
and  a  strong  prose  writer.  In  1870,  appeared 
Les  Laurentiennes,  a  very  elegant  volume, 
containing  all  the  national  and  patriotic 
verses  of  M.  Suite.  In  the  same  year  was 
published  the  first  part  of  the  "History  of 
Three  Rivers,"  his  native  city.  The  luxur- 
ious style  of  publication  adopted  by  the 
author  frightened  the  public,  and  the  sub- 


seription    was    meagre,    but    M.    Suite    only 
answered:     "Wait,    and    you    will    i)ay    live 
times  the  same  amount  of  mofiey   for  the 
same  work  in  a  few  years."       In  1873  was 
distributed,  in  Europe,  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
La  Canada  en  Europe,  a  very  sharp  criticism 
by   M.   Suite  of  the  nonsense  published   in 
Europe    about    Canada.     Several   pamphlets 
appeared  afterwards  from  his  pen,  such  as 
"The    History    of   the    French-Canadians   in 
Ottawa,"  and  "Notes  on  Early  Travels  in  the 
North-West  Territories."      In  1876,  he  pub- 
lished Lea  Chants  Nouvcaun',  a  continuation 
of  Les  LaurenUennes.      Another  fine  volume 
was  published  in  1876,  under    the    title    of 
Melanges    d'Histoire    et    de    Littdrature,    the 
whole  relating-  to  Canada;  also  Pages  d'His- 
toire  du  Canada,  in  one  volume.    Chronique 
Trifluvienne    was    printed    in    1879,    telling 
about  the  events  which  took  place  in  Three 
Kivers  between  the  years  1640  and  1665.  This 
work  has  been  highly  praised.  In  1881,he  piib- 
lished  a  large  album,  of  unknown  plans  and 
sketches  relating  to  the  17th  century  on  the 
St.  Lawrence.     The  first  volume  of  Histoire 
des    Canadiens-Francais    was     published    in 
1882,  and  the  eighth  and  last    one    in    the 
spring  of  1885.     It  covers  the  whole  history 
of  Canada,  but  deals  principally    with    the 
settlers,  and  very  little  with  other  matters 
pertaining  to  the  history  of  that  country. 
Other  works  of  M.  Suite,  such  as  large  in- 
dexes to  series  of  historical  documents,  have 
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been  put  in  circulation.  He  is  now  prepar- 
ing three  volumes  of  his  articles  spread, 
since  1860,  in  various  reviews,  both  in  Can- 
ada, United  States  and  France. 


WRITINGS  OP  BENJA.yIIN  SUI.TE. 

•    MAGAZINE  ARTICLES  AND  PAMPHLETS. 

Dans  Lcs  Nouvclles  8oir6cs  Canadiennes,   Montreal: 

KiSet,  Vainqueur  de  la  Chaudi§re-Noire.  1887, 
p.  530. 

Beauharnois,  la  Gouverneur  et  I'lntendant  de 
la  Noil velle- France.    18P8,  p.  49. 

Berthelot  de  Beaucourt.    1888,  p.  201. 

Andr6  de  Leigne.    1888,  p.  289. 

Rigaud  de  Vaudreuil.    1888,  p.  145. 

Dans  Lcs  Islouvcllcs,  Montreal: 

TTIstoI.e  du  jeu  des  tehees  3,  10,  17,  24  31  mai 
1896. 

Le  premier  Garneau  en  Canada  1  et  8  novem- 
bre  1896. 
Dans  La  Revue  de  Montreal: 

I.'Arcadie,  1604-1710.    1878,  pp.  129,  189,  253. 

Dans  La  Mincrve,  Montreal: 

Toronto.    9  octobre  1880. 

Lachine.    13  avril  1893. 

Lachine.    IS  avril  1893. 

Le  Colonel  de  Lon.  ueuil.    13  aoflt  1891. 

Les  Miliciens  de  1812.    23  avril  1887. 

Samuel  Champlain.  11  et  22  aodt  et  1  septem- 
bre  1891. 

I,a  Familie  Duvernay.    9  aeptembre,  1886. 

L'Ann6e  1784  en  Canada.    25  octobr,i  1884. 

II  y  a  Cent  Ans.    9  septembre  1881. 

Etienne  Parent.    2S  d^cembre  1874. 

Provencher.    3  Janvier  1885. 

De  1792  }\  1817  en  Can^^da.    28  novembre  1893. 

La  Musique.    23  f6vrier  1894. 

Les  poMes.    8  fgvrier  1894. 

Le  Conseil  Privfe.    11  avril  1894. 

Ottawa  avant  1820.    14  c.vrll  1894. 

Origlne  de  la  Soci6t6  Royale.    23  mai  1894. 
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Dana  La  Patric,  Montrdal: 
Auld  Lang-  Syne.    7  Janvier  1892. 
Le  Dr.  Badelart.    18  Janvier  1892. 
Les  Britons.    11  d6cenibrp  1897. 
Le  Chateau  Bigot.    20  Novembre  1897. 

Datifi  Le  Monde,  Montreal: 

Le  Fetit-Poisson.    24  d6cembre  1888.  ; 

Les  Acadiens.    12  et  17  juin  1889. 

Le  notaire  Adh^mar.    IG  novembre  18^9. 

Origines  de  Napol6on  I.    14  mars  1891. 

Le  chevalier  d'Eon.    21  fSvrier  1891. 

Jeanne  D'Arc.    11  avril  1891. 
Dans  L'Opinion  Publique,  Montreal: 

L'lle  de  Jersey.    4  octobre  1877. 

Dans  Le  Monde  Illustrd,  Montreal: 

Bataille  de  la  Thames,  1813.    28  juin  1890. 

Histoire  du  Sucre  d'6ra:.ie.    4  juin  1892. 

T.,a  famine  Des  Bergferes  et  le  Fort  Niagara. 
14  et  28  ianvier,  11,  25  f6vrier,  10,  24  mars,  7.  21 
avril,  1888. 

1808,  30  decembre  1893,  6  Janvier  1894. 

Chateauguay  5,  12,  19,  26  Janvier  1895;  10,  17,  24 
aodt  1895;  7  septembre  1895;  29  juin  1895;  9  novom- 
bre  1895. 

Les   M6daill6s  de  1812-15—15,   22,   29  mai   1897;    5 
juin  lf;)7. 
Dans  Le  Canada,  Ottawa: 

Kettle  Island.    24  octobre  1892. 

Voyageurs  et  Hommes  de  Cages,  is  d6cembre 
1892. 

Napoleon  I.,  et  ses  d^tracteurs.    2  avril  188S. 

Les  Pierres  qui  chantent.    24  f 6vri<  r  1892. 

Nicolas  Gatineau  et  la  rivi6re  Gatineau.  17 
septembre  1892. 

Le  premier  Gameau  en  Canada.    10  avril  1893. 

Le  due  de  Bassano,  19,  20,  24  d6cembre,  1897; 
4,  5,  9,  11,  12  Janvier  1888. 

Les  Rochelais  et  le  Canada.    31  aotlt  1893. 

Dans  La  Presse,  Montreal: 
A  la  frontiSre  en  1865.    6  decembre,  1897. 

Dans  Rcvui.  Nationale,  MontrCal: 
Le  fort  Frontenac,  f6vrier  1895. 
Nicholas  Perrot  §,  B6cancour,  p.  133,  1896. 
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In  The  Gazette,  Montreal: 
Chateauguay,  May  4th,  1895. 
Salaberry,  Oct.  26th,  1895. 
Conspiracy  cf  1806,  Dec.  8th  and  16th,  1897. 

Dans  Bulletin  des  Recherches,  LMs: 
Gouverneurs  des  Trois-Rivi6res,  1896,  p.  66. 

Duplessis  Bochard  et  Duplessis  Kerbodot,  1896, 
p.  178. 
La  conspiration  de  1806,-1897,  p.  41. 

Dans  Le  Courrier  du  Canada,  Quihec: 

Nicolas  Perrot  a-t-il  empoisonn6  la  Salle? 
31  decembre  1894. 

La  jeunesse  de  Perrot,  4  avril  1896. 

In  The  Antiquarian,  Montreal: 

The  Bronze  Cannon.    1875,  p.  22. 

Early  Press  in  Canada.    1875,  p.  64. 

Chagouamlgon,  Lake  Superior.    1875,  p.  190. 

Varennes  de  la  V§rendrie.    1876,  p.  130. 

A  Lost  Niagara.    1877,  p.  25. 

Canadian  Clock-makers  of  Former  Days.  1880, 
p.  11. 

Three  Rivers  in  1603.    1880,  p.  62. 

Jean  Nicolet.    1880,  p.  157, 

The  Flying  Camp  of  1649.    1880,  p.  185. 

On  Centenarians.    1881,  p.  105. 

The  Thirty  Men  of  Roberval.    1881,  p.  179. 

Voyageurs  and  Iroquois  in  1689.    1892,  p.  101. 

La  Bale  de  Kent6  in  16G9.    1892,  p.  104. 

Lettres  de  noblesse  de  D' Amours.    1892,   p.  133. 

Cataracoui  in  1670.    1893,  p.  5. 

Le  Premier  Fort  Frontenac.    1893,  p.  70. 

Dans  La  Revue  Canadienne,  Montrdal: 

Le  dSboisement  de  notre  pays.  1868,  pp.  827, 
1869,  p.  413. 

Le  nom  des  Trois-RivISres.    1869,  p.  641. 

Le  Canada  en  Europe.    1873,  pp.  193,  279,  341. 

Sir  Geo.  Et.  Cartier.    1873,  p.  425. 

Le  Gaultiers  de  Varennes.    1873,  pp.  781,  849,  935. 

Le  Cap  a,  I'Arbre  pr6s  Lotbini§re.    1874.  p.  197. 

Pierre  Bisaillon  en  Pennsylvanie  au  XVII 
sidcle.    1874,  p.  824. 

Le  Eas  Saint-Maurice.    1875,  p.  133. 

La  chanson  de  Moore.    1875,  p.  580. 
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Un  voyage  ^  la  Nouvelle-Prance  en  1734.  1886, 
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Ija  Pomme  de  Terre  en  Canada  avant  1780. 
1893,  p.  84. 

Daniel  Greysolon  Duluth.    1893,  pp.  480,  540. 

La  Pomme  de  Terre.    1893,  p.  84. 

La  Jeunesse  de  Jeanne  D'Arc.    1894,  p.  395. 
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Dans  Lcs  Memoires  de  la  Socicte  royale  du  Canada: 
Les  Interprfites  du  temps  de  Champlain. 

Tome  I.,  Sec.  1,  1882,  p.  47. 
Premiers  Seigneurs  du  Canada. 

Ibid.,  I.,  Sec.  1,  1883,  p.  131. 
Poutrincourt  en  Acadie. 

Ibid.,  TI.,  Sec.  1,  1884,  p.  31. 
Le  Golfe  Saint-Laurent,  1600-1625. 

Ibid..  IV.,  Sec.  1,  1886,  p.  7. 
Le  Golfe  Saint-Laurent,  1625-1632. 
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Pierre  Boucher  et  son  LIvre. 

Tome  II.  nouv.  s6rie.  Sec.  1,  p.  99. 
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The  name  of  the  Ottawa,  December  18,  1893. 
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